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agreements by workmen to fix their wages and conditions were
now legal, a combination to hurt another was still a conspiracy,,
and therefore the union of any persons to raise wages, &C.,, of
anyone but themselves was indictable.1 Trade unions indeed
were still held to be partly outside the protection of the law and
their funds not fully protected from fraud.2 The result caused
so much annoyance that, after a commission of inquiry in 1867,
in 1871 two Acts declared that they should not be regarded as
illegal though in restraint of trade.3 Four years later in order
to make strikes, not for one's own advantage, free of the law of
conspiracy, another Act4 made combinations to perform acts
which would be legal if done by an individual also legal. From
then on trade unions have been favoured, and in 1906 even
breaches of contract, &c., in a trade dispute were legalized5.

To conclude, the law, after long striving to regulate wage
disputes and other industrial questions, finally forbade the
workers to unite and gradually ceased itself, to a great extent,
to attempt to secure them wages which were fair. Having
abandoned them to the chance of the market, until 1871 it
practically forbade their effective co-operation, but in the
twentieth century so favoured it that in 1926 their unions
could menace the whole country, nor has the Trade Disputes
Act of 1927 done much to alter the situation; and in this sphere
perhaps more than in any other the principles upon which
Law and Police should be developed are still disputed and
unsettled.

1 The distinction between pursuing one's own advantage and harming another
by combination is still very difficult to draw, and if the line is crossed outside the
protection of the Trades Disputes Acts may still cause civil liability.

3 Stephen, H.C.L. iii. 222.

3  See the Report of the Macmillan Commission1, R.S.Wright, Law of Criminal Con-
spiracies and Agreementsi 38 & 39 Viet. c. 31; 38 & 39 Viet. c. 32, &c.

4  38 & 39 Viet. c. 86.                                                     5 6 Edw. VII, c. 32,